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and the evangelicals; the Anglicans were largely
indifferent to it. In their preoccupation with the
soul of man, they forgot that, if the body is more
than meat, it is by meat that it is sustained.
Those who are well-fed can only too easily forget
it, and from 1832 to 1867 t*16 government of
England was exclusively in the hands not only
of the well-fed, but of the well-to-do* As late as
1854 Mr. Gladstone says of the Aberdeen Cabinet,
" No Cabinet could have been more aristocratically
composed ; I myself was the only one of fifteen
noblemen and gentlemen who composed it who
could not fairly be said to belong to that class/*
but he was the kind of exception that proves the
rule, for he was the son of a wealthy merchant
who had been through the select preserves
of Eton and Christ Church. Cobden's apparition
in politics was far more remarkable; it was he,
and not Gladstone, whose entry into Parliament
was regarded as the intrusion of " a Gothic in-
vader," Yet even Cobden was convinced as late
as 1859 that " one must make up one's mind to
accept certain things as a part of our English
political existence/* and among them " the Church
and the Aristocracy, with whom the most powerful
part of the middle classes will be found sym-
pathizing, are great realities which will last for
our life and our sons." It is indeed difficult for
us to realize how stable, in spite of so many legis-
. lative changes, most of them beneficent, was the
political society of those days; so stable that what
to-day we should regard as little more than a ripple
was looked on as a tidal wave. Men so different